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over 30 games this year, and I am talk-
ing about the Cleveland Indians, then
the Atlanta Braves do deserve credit.

It was an agreement both with you
and also with the Speaker of the House
that if I lost these bets I would wear
this tie for the day, and in addition, I
am going to be sending pirogies to a
hunger center on behalf of NEWT GING-
RICH and some bratwurst and some
other good Cleveland food, and I offer
my congratulations to the Atlanta
Braves, to the great people of Georgia,
and if I do not get hives too badly, I
will wear this all day pursuant to my
agreement.

Mr. KINGSTON. You will wear it all
day. You may want to wear it next sea-
son as well.
f

MEDICARE SHOULD NOT WITHER
ON THE VINE

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, Speaker
GINGRICH may use warm and fuzzy
words like ‘‘preserve’’ and ‘‘strength-
en’’ when he is talking about Medicare
in front of the cameras.

But when he is talking to the special
interests, he sings a different tune.

Last week, he said that while the
new majority did not get rid of Medi-
care in ‘‘round one * * * we believe
it’s going to wither on the vine.’’ I re-
peat, wither on the vine.

Well, Mr. Speaker, I am from Marin
and Sonoma Counties, CA—the home of
the world’s greatest grapes and wines—
and I can tell you that the only things
we let wither on the vine are grapes
plagued by disease or ruined by
drought.

Never, however, would the people of
Sonoma and Marin Counties let Medi-
care—the root of economic and health
security for seniors and their fami-
lies—wither on the vine.

We know that Medicare must be
cared for and preserved for generations
to come.

Mr. Speaker, if there is anything rot-
ten and sick around here that deserves
to wither on the vine it is the Gingrich
Medicare scheme, and not Medicare—
one of the most popular and successful
programs ever created.
f

OPPRESSION OF THE CUBAN
PEOPLE CONTINUES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
while his decrepit road show passed
through the United States, Cuban dic-
tator Fidel Castro made a cynical
statement during a pathetic rally in
his support, sponsored by our Demo-
crat colleague from the Bronx and at-
tended by some other congressional
groupies. Castro commented that ‘‘life
changes,’’ referring to his acceptance
of foreign capitalist investment, to
save his failed, repressive revolution.

Life might change for Castro in his
desperation to keep power, but not for
the Cuban people who continue mired
in misery and oppression. In Cuba,
human rights violations continue. Po-
litical persecution continues. State
control over the economy and the press
continues. Persecution against those
who practice their religion continues.
Nothing, nothing has changed over
Castro’s 37 years of tyranny.

Yes, life changes, but not for the op-
pressed people of Cuba. Life will only
change for the Cuban people once the
Communist tyrant is eliminated from
power and the Cuban nation can re-
claim its freedom.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE NO-
BUDGET, NO-PAY PLAN

(Mr. DURBIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, the Wall
Street Journal reported this morning
that by a margin of almost 2 to 1,
American families are counting on
President Clinton to veto the Gingrich
budget plan. They know the Gingrich
plan cuts Medicare too deeply. It hurts
working families, and it cuts education
and also cuts health care for the poor
in this country. They want the Presi-
dent to reject it.

So how will Speaker GINGRICH put
pressure on President Clinton? He will
try to shut down the Government. For
the first time in our history, the first
time in the history of the Nation,
Speaker GINGRICH wants the United
States of America to default on its na-
tional debts. That is not only a dis-
grace, it is something that will hurt
working families across America. It
will raise interest rates, causing that
mortgage payment to go up. It will
mean in some instances people will not
see their checks coming from the Gov-
ernment on time. That is disgraceful.

That is why I have introduced the no-
budget, no-pay plan. Quite simply, if
we follow the Gingrich idea, default,
close down the Government, Members
of Congress are not paid. Pretty sim-
ple, but I think Members of Congress
will get the message.
f

WHERE ARE THE PRESIDENT’S
COUNTERPROPOSALS?

(Mr. ALLARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, only in
Washington do they describe an in-
crease as a cut.

Mr. Speaker, the time has come to
balance the budget and finally regain
control of the ever expanding deficit.
Not only have Republicans put forth a
plan to balance the budget in 7 years
but we have passed it through the
House and the Senate. Now the Presi-
dent wants to veto the Republican
plan. Well I just have one question.
Where are his counter proposals?

President Clinton supports the Re-
publican goals—a 7-year balanced
budget, real welfare reform, middle
class tax relief, and a sound Medicare
system. The administration is trying
to have it both ways. They agree with
our principles but are unwilling to
make the hard decisions necessary to
achieve these goals. Americans are
tired of the Washington gimmicks and
political excuses—if the White House is
serious about what they say, it is time
to lay their plans on the table.

f
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SAVE MEDICARE

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I could
stand here and tell you that Repub-
licans in Congress want to end Medi-
care.

But do not take it from me.
Take it from them.
Here is what the Speaker said about

Medicare to a group of insurance lobby-
ists:

Now, we don’t get rid of it in round one be-
cause we don’t think that’s politically smart
and we don’t think that’s the right way to go
through a transition period. But we believe
it’s going to wither on the vine because we
think people are voluntarily going to leave
it.

In a recent campaign speech, the
leader of the other body bragged, and I
quote:

I was there, fighting the fight, voting
against Medicare, one out of twelve, because
we knew it would not work in 1965.

Well, Medicare turned out to be one
of the most successful Government pro-
grams in American history.

The Republicans say they want to
save Medicare.

I say, we need to save Medicare from
the Republicans.

f

UNITED STATES COURTING
INTERNATIONAL DISASTER

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, the United
States under the misguided leadership
of President Clinton, is courting an-
other international disaster. President
Clinton did not learn in Somalia, where
he turned a humanitarian mission into
a bungled fiasco, costing dozens of lives
and billions of dollars.

President Clinton did not listen when
he sailed into Port-au-Prince Harbor
and then retreated, leaving us with
hundreds of Haitian opponents dead
and a costly legacy for which the
American taxpayer is still paying bil-
lions.

President Clinton did not hear the
pleas for a Pan African force to prevent
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